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PETER AND PAULA MACPHAIL — FUNDRAISING 
Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.52 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I 
acknowledge the great work of Mr Peter MacPhail and his wife, Paula, for raising much-needed funds for the 
Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation. Peter has been appointed a member of the Urban Descent hall of fame. 
Urban Descent is a breathtaking charity event that involves abseiling down a central city building or structure. It 
has been running in Perth for nine years with Peter having participated in eight of those nine years. This year the 
Urban Descent involved abseiling 125 metres down the side of Woodside Plaza. The event raised over $293 000 
for the Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation, taking the total since it started in 2002 beyond the $2.3 million 
mark. Peter became eligible to be an automatic member of the hall of fame after raising close to $35 000 during 
the years he has participated in the event. Of course, Peter has only been able to raise these funds with the strong 
support of his wife, Paula. 
Peter and Paula are a great fundraising team and an important part of Kwinana. They are a force of nature and 
are well known throughout the community. Indeed, they have made a great contribution to our town. Peter and 
Paula are immensely proud of their daughter Courtney who took a photo of Peter as he was about to descend 
Woodside Plaza. The photo was subsequently used in Urban Descent advertising and is featured on the billboard 
used to promote the event on the corner of Thomas Road and Hay Street. 
In his testimonial on the hall of fame induction, Peter reflected that he continued every year because he wanted 
to help PMH and the children of Western Australia, who are the ultimate winners. He also said that the event 
shows what people are capable of when they dare to care about children, and that abseiling from buildings is but 
a small contribution to show his commitment. 
On behalf of the Kwinana community and everyone who benefits from the great services at Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children, I thank Peter and Paula for their great efforts, generous hearts and amazing commitment to 
fundraising for this worthy cause.  
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